
At almost every stage of Ian Bryant’s adult life, Volkswagen 

has been there. 

In his adrenaline-fuelled youth, with a propensity for skiing, 

surfing, fishing and mountain adventure, he put heavy demands 

on his 1956 Beetle. According to Ian, the little bug took to every 

terrain with the stoicism and zeal more commonly attributed to 

four-wheel drives. 

Years later, Ian was a loving father with a university-bound 

daughter in need of a reliable motor. Now a tertiary-qualified 

mechanical engineer, Ian purchased two 1964 VW Beetles 

and built a composite superbug – the best of both vehicles. 

After rebuilding the engine and making a few cosmetic 

improvements, the car was presented to his daughter. 

Soon another family member had fallen. 

“My daughter was quite proud of it,” Ian remarks. “She looked 

after it and drove it carefully, and it duly responded by proving 

to be absolutely reliable during long-distance country travel! 

Later she had a good job, could easily have afforded to buy  

a newer car, but chose to keep the Beetle until she was married.”

Ian was hit with Beetle-mania and soon brought home 

another. Unfortunately, with VW parts already littering the 

backyard, Ian’s wife was not sharing his enthusiasm and the 

Beetle was relegated to a mate’s back paddock.  

Family 
ties

Ian Bryant has purchased, 
driven, dismantled, restored 

and fallen in love with 
Volkswagen vehicles many 

times over – and the love has 
spread through his family.   

With retirement on the horizon, 

Ian decided upon the ultimate car 

restoration. In 1988 he purchased  

a ‘reasonable’ 1965 VW Beetle with a very 

sick engine for a mere $250. 

But when he retired from full-time work 

in 1991, many other activities vied for his attention and 

the restoration was suspended. But when Ian eventually 

got to work, there was no stopping him. After dismantling 

the car, panel-beating, welding and rebuilding the front 

end and brakes, he then rebuilt the 1300cc engine, carried 

out a back-to-bare-metal re-spray and, with innumerable 

additional tinkerings, by 2001 had brought the car back 

to near-original condition. The car went on to receive 

accolades with the Goulburn Valley Motor Vehicle Drivers 

Club (GVMVDC) and Volkswagen Club of Victoria. 

Ian subsequently restored a beautiful 1964 Karmann 

Ghia to pristine condition. So pristine, in fact, that he was 

asked to display it at Melbourne’s Federation Square. But  

it didn’t end there. Ian was offered a 1960, single-owner,  

Beetle on the proviso that he gave it an equally impressive 

restoration. Ian made a special effort with this one. The car 

was restored to immaculate condition with everything as 

original as possible (including the sticker of a 1960 VW agent 

on the back window). Completed by Easter 2009, the car 

went on to win the GVMVDC Concourse on its first showing 

and the best VW Beetle 1958 to 1967 at the Volkswagen Club 

of Victoria’s ‘Day Of The Volkswagen 2010’. 

The Bryant family ties to Volkswagen go deeper than 

these prize-winning restorations. Ian and his wife now drive 

a 2008 Volkswagen Touareg, the sleek and powerful 4WD 

passenger vehicle famously capable of towing a Boeing 747, 

and his son drives a Golf GTI. 

Ian’s restorations have also affected his children. “My 

daughter has requested the Karmann Ghia and my son, the 

1964 Beetle, when I eventually fall of the perch,” says Ian. 

And so the torch will be passed... 

ian’s restorations have also affected his children. 
“My daughter has requested the karMann ghia and 
My son, the 1964 beetle, when i eventually  
fall off the perch.”
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1. When it comes to classic cars, you can’t beat a Beetle 2. The Karmann Ghia 
is as sought-after as it is good-looking 3. The 1964 Beetle 
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